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HARRISON FESTIVAL IN TREMONT IN 1840. 



Contributed by Miss Mary E. Gaither from The Peoria 
Register and Northwestern Gazetteer, February 22, 
1840. — Miss Gaither Owns an Original Copy of Register 
AND Northwestern Gazetteer Telling of Festival. 

The following article concerning the Harrison festival re- 
ception at Tremont is copied from the Peoria Register and 
Northwestern Gazetteer, of February 22, 1840. The original 
copy of the paper is in the possession of Miss Mary Gaither, of 
Buena Vista avenue, Pekin. 

^^With no ordinary pleasure the Whigs of Tremont 
received intelligence that the McLean deputation contemplated 
to favor them with a visit on the way to participate in the 
splendid festival at Peoria on the 10th. A meeting was immedi- 
ately convened at which it was unanimously determined to 
tender some testimonial of respect to our political friends. The 
unavoidable lateness of their arrival and their previous ar- 
rangements, with the brevity of the notice, limited our hospital- 
ities to a cordial reception and an invitation to a public supper 
on Saturday, the 8th. The marshal of the occasion, William B. 
Parker, Esq., and the committee of arrangements, Messrs. L. T. 
Garth, J. W. Garretson and W. A. Tinney, accompanied by a 
numerous cavalcade of citizens met the McLean visitors in the 
vicinity of Capt. Waters's and having welcomed, escorted them 
into town. In advance was Col. Gridley, marshal of the dele- 
gation, attended by the committee of arrangements; then fol- 
lowed a portion of the McLean gentlemen, with the amateur 
band from Washington ; to these succeeded a noble relic of the 
revolution, and a section of veterans who had fought their 
country's battles under the "Hero of the Thames.'' These, "the 
observed of all observers," were seated in a canoe constructed 
for the occasion from a stately walnut in Blooming Grove. It 
was beautiful in proportion and elegant in decoration, while its 
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sides were ornamented with appropriate inscriptions. At the 
head was spread to the winds of winter a waving banner, on 
which was visible at the instant not only the skill of the prac- 
ticed artist, but the tasteful dexterity of patriotic women. On 
one side, surrounded by the stars of the union, gilded by the 
rays of the setting sun, were inscribed the names of the illustri- 
ous nominees of the Harrisburg convention. On the reverse 
was the unostentatious but expressive device of "Fort Meigs, 
Thames and Tippecanoe." Then came the remainder of the 
deputation, and the Tremont escort brought up the rear. The 
tout ensemble presented a spectacle as attractive and imposing 
as it was novel and unique. 

After parading the principal streets to the exhilarating 
strains of the band, the procession halted in front of the Frank- 
lin hotel, where arrangements had been made to accommodate 
the greater portion of the guests of the evening. At half past 
six o'clock the company was ushered into the supper room. The 
table was crowded, and provided by "mine host" of the Frank- 
lin in his customary bountiful style. 

J. A. Jones, Esq., oflSciated as president, and Col. Peter 
Menard, as vice-president. 

Eegular Toasts. 

1. William H. Harrison — The vanquisher never van- 
quished. Ere the anniversary of this evening the American 
people will have elected him to the highest station at their 
disposal, and effaced from their escutcheon the reiterated 
opprobrium of national ingratitude. Nine cheers. 

2. The Memory of Washington— No lofty mausoleum is 
the repository of his ashes. The affections of his countrymen 
are a monument more imperishable than Egyptian pyramids. 

3. The Constitution of the United States— A magnificent 
chart of republican government. May it be transmitted to 
posterity inviolate [unviolated] by the unhallowed hands of the 
moral, political, and religious fanaticism of the age. Six cheers. 

4. The County of McLean — Rich in soil, rich in resources, 
rich in WHIGS. Nine cheers. 
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5. The Federal Union — Let a vigilant people preserve its 
integrity despite the rude assaults of NULLIFICATION, CON- 
SOLIDATION and AGRARIANISM. Nine cheers. 

6. The People — The legitimate source and appropriate 
depository of power. Six cheers. 

7. The Liberty of the Press — The palladium of all civil, 
political and religious rights. Six cheers. 

8. Henry Clay — The noblest examplar of devoted patriot- 
ism and resplendent oratory. Beloved and admired while liv- 
ing, when he shall have gone to the world of spirits, his fame, 
like the ivy which will cling to his grave, will survive in the 
freshness of perennity. Nine cheers. 

9. The Harrisburg Convention — An assemblage of patri- 
otism and wisdom. Its harmonious, active, and compromising 
spirit, will be imitated from the Saint Croix to the Gulf of 
Mexico, from the Atlantic to the Eocky Mountains. Twelve 
cheers. 

10. John Tyler — The chivalrous son of a chivalrous state. 
His nomination to the vice-presidency the just tribute to polit- 
ical integrity, acknowledged patriotism, and distinguished 
ability. Six cheers. 

11. Our Own State — Her prosperity dimmed by a passing 
cloud, but destined for a bright political prospective. Six 
cheers. 

12. Webster, Scott and Clay — A trio of patriots and in- 
tellectual luminaries of primary magnitude. Six cheers. 

13. Woman — Her smiles the only despotism recognized 
by freemen. Nine cheers. 

Volunteers. 

By the president. The McLean delegation — May their 
transit through Tazewell desolate the ranks of locofocoism, like 
a prairie fire urged by a tempestuous wind. 

By the vice-president. Our guests — In them we are hon- 
ored with the next McLean representative in the state legis- 
lative. 
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By Timothy M. Gates. In the dying words of Lawrence, 
"Don't give up the ship." 

By David Davis. General Harrison — The people will 
prove, by his election to the presidency, that republics are not 
ungrateful. 

By J. W. Fell. "Our cause is right — our cause is just; 
Conquer we can, and conquer we must." 

By Col. Gridley. Thomas H. Benton — The great author 
of humbug; himself doomed soon to humbuged. 

By John O'Brien. Gen. W. H. Harrison, the farmer of 
North Bend — May the whigs from every bend in the great val- 
ley of the west present themselves at the polls at the next presi- 
dential election. 

By Edward Jones. Our Brother Whigs of McLean — May 
they never drop their paddles until the "Old Tippecanoe" is 
safely moored on the north bank of the Tiber. 

By William B. Parker. Martin, Amos and Blair — The 
piratical crew, who have got possession of and robbed the ship 
of state. At their trial in November next, the grand jury of the 
people will return a verdict of guilty without benefit of clergy. 

By William H. Wilmot. John Tyler, our candidate for 
vice-president — Let us do honor to one who has done honor to 
himself. 

By J. W. Garretson. Martin Van Buren — Though prin- 
cipally celebrated for his cunning and wit, the popularity of 
Gen. Harrison and the honesty of the American people will 
fairly outwit him. 

By D. J. L. Shaw. Bloomington and Tremont — If it be 
incompatible with the interests of the state to connect the two 
towns by the railroad formerly contemplated, we hope they may 
be united by a firmer bond, the bond of friendship. 

By P. H. Thomson. McLean and Tazewell — United by an 
imaginary railroad, may Whig principles and Whig sympathy 
unite them stronger than plates of timber or bars of iron. 
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By George L. Parker. William H. Harrison — 1841 will 
declare to the world that republics are not always ungrateful. 

By H. F. Thomas. The Fair of America — May they by 
cultivating Whigism, prove themselves to be fair Americans. 

By William Gaither. The loco-foco party of destructives 
— May they, on the first Monday in November, be hurled to 
political destruction. 

By J. L. Shaw. The plowman of North Bend— We tell the 
Van Buren party that the old farmer will hitch a mighty big 
team to his plow this year, and will break up a nation sight of 
land before next November. 

By J. W. Garretson. The enthusiasm of this evening — It 
is but a presage of what will animate the whole nation, when on 
the 4th of March, 1841, the spoilsmen are spoiled, and the 
country redeemed. 

By William H. Wilmot. Gen. Harrison's motto — "If we 
would preserve our liberties, we must do our own voting as well 
as fighting.'' 

By H. K. Browne. The Whigs of McLean and Tazewell — 
Friends of the whole nation; therefore friends and firm sup- 
porters of William Henry Harrison, the benefactor of his 
country. 

By William A. Tinney. Gen. Harrison, the hero of the 
west. 

By H. J. Morrison. The guests of the evening — In their 
reception may the "will be taken for the deed." Our best 
wishes for their health, happiness and prosperity. 

By J. A. Jones. The national administration — If trans- 
mitted to posterity its measures will invest it with only the 
unenviable notoriety of the incendiary of the Delphic temple. 

By one of the company. The ladies of McLean — "First in 
the hearts of their countrymen." 

By another of the company. Matrimony, the land of 
promise — Let every honest bachelor emigrate. 
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To the fourth in the series of regular toasts David Davis, 
Esq., in behalf of the citizens of McLean, responded in an ani- 
mated address characterized by much feeling, neatness and 
propriety. He returned many acknowledgments for the com- 
pliments extended to a county which it was his pride to claim 
for his residence, and where, "for weal or for foe," he had 
anchored his earthly destiny. He alluded then to the noble 
purpose which, during an inclement season, had induced young 
and the old to leave the comforts of the domestic fireside, un- 
dertake a fatiguing journey, and encounter days of exposure 
to the chilling blasts of mid-winter. After passing a merited 
eulogy upon the character of Gen. Harrison, and appealing to 
the war-worn veterans to corroborate his declarations, Mr. D. 
resumed his seat amid the loudest manifestations of applause. 
His sentiment, as well as of those who took the floor in succes- 
sion, will be found under the caption of the volunteers. The 
chair then, at the solicitation of many of the company, called 
upon J. W. Fell, Esq., and Col. Gridley. 

Mr. Fell observed that he arose with great reluctance, in 
obedience to this peremptory and unexpected requisition. He 
felt himself wholly incompetent to employ any language to con- 
vey the emotions engendered by this exhilarating festival. He 
was connected by the adamantine ties of this feeling, attach- 
ment and association, with the citizens of Tazewell, and had 
been a frequent recipient of their civilities, but confessed that 
he was totally unprepared for the exhibition of kindness, the 
cordiality of reception extended by the Whigs of Tremont to 
their political friends of McLean. From this he proceeded to 
make some pointed strictures upon the present national admin- 
istration, and concluded by a portraiture of the bright prospect 
of political reform. (Loud and continued cheers.) 

After repeated calls, Col. Gridley arose and expressed the 
hope that, as well from the fatigue incident to a journey to him 
peculiarly laborious, as the very unexpected invitation with 
which the company of McLean had been favored, he would be 
excused from attempting anything further than the oflEering of 
a sentiment. (The cry "Go on, go on," being shouted from 
every quarter. Col. G. was compelled to proceed. ) To him the 
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present occasion presented one of the most joyful spectacles he 
had ever witnessed. He was happy to observe the prevalence, 
among the Whigs of Tazewell, of that spirit which swelled the 
bosoms of their brethren in McLean. The Harrison banner had 
been unfurled to the breeze, and, wherever seen, the yeomanry 
of tlie land, the reflective, the unprejudiced portion of the com- 
munity, would hasten to be sheltered by its folds. The hero of 
many a triumphant victory was destined to accomplish a polit- 
ical victory still more triumphant. He was to be the people's 
agent to precipitate an administration of misrule from its pin- 
nacle of corruption ; to crush the destructive, disorganizing 
principles which are attempted to be foisted upon an outraged 
nation, to restore the government to its original purity, and to 
its primitive, legitimate sphere of action. In the great battle 
to be fought in November next, he trusted that the Whigs of 
these two counties would be found fighting side by side, con- 
tending in tlie generous strife which should contribute most to 
the successful termination. Loud applause followed this, as 
the preceding speeches from imperfect recollection. 

Great disappointment was expressed at the necessary 
absence of Dr. J. F. Henry, by whom the Whigs of Tremont 
especially had calculated to be favored with one of his most 
felicitous efforts. 

Col. Martin, Joseph L. Shaw, Edw. Jones, Esq., and others 
also briefly addressed the company during the evening. But 
the most attractive exhibition of all was the response by the 
Harrison veterans to the reiterated invocations for the testi- 
mony concerning that patriotism. It was a most triumphant 
refutation of the base slanders which the stories of the adminis- 
tration press, with assiduity the most deliberate and persever- 
ing, have long circulated, and continue to circulate, to asperse 
the fame and tarnish the well earned laurels which wreath the 
brow of the noble Whig. Your last publication contains a com- 
plete record of the statements delivered at the Peoria celebra- 
tion by Messrs. Bay, Cunningham, Goodheart, Dawson, 
Squires, Gates, Haines and Case. With that record the decla- 
ration of these gentlemen, here, present so intimate a corre- 
spondence that, perhaps, I shall be authorized to furnish only 
an abridgment. 
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It was a thrilling scene, sir, to witness the animated alac- 
rity with which the men whose cheeks are furrowed with the 
wrinkles of age, and whose bodies are scarred from the wounds 
received in defense of their country's honor, hastened to testify 
the character of a beloved commander. Some of them, indeed, 
overpowered by the strength of irrepressible emotions, with 
gushing tear and quivering lip, spoke a trumpet-tongued elo- 
quence, more effective than the most elevated oratory. Others, 
who had known the General amidst every vicissitude of trial 
and danger, gave the most satisfactory testimony to his kind- 
ness and humanity ; to his skill in strategy, his bravery in bat- 
tle. All were laudatory of his integrity, honor and patriotism ; 
and each eye was illumined by enthusiasm at the prospect of 
exhibiting yet another manifestation of their regard in contrib- 
uting to his elevation to the presidency. Mr. Haggard, an 
octogenarian of '76, feelingly adverted to the moral and polit- 
ical degeneracy of the times, and expressed the confident belief 
that, of all things, Gen. Harrison's election was best calculated 
to restore the nation to the revolutionary standard; that his 
administration was destined to be a blessing to the country. Of 
more than one hundred volunteers sentiments, it is to be regret- 
ted that, being extemporaneous and unwritten, so few were pre- 
served or have been recovered. 

The entertainment, too, was greatly augumented by occa- 
sional performances of the band, and also a great variety of 
songs, duets, glees and choruses. Among others was the beau- 
tiful parody on the ^Tine Old English Gentleman," sung by 
Mr. B. F. James; a patriotic ode on liberty, by Mr. H. F. 
Thomas ; the song and chorus of ''The Hero of the Thames," by 
J. A. Jones, assisted by Messrs. James, Wilson, Browne, and 
Thomas; and also a song and chorus, words and music com- 
posed for the occasion by J. A. Jones in compliment to the 
party from McLean, and sung by all the above mentioned 
gentlemen. The liquor which was drunk would have been in- 
sufficient to satisfy the appetite of an ordinary toper. Oceans 
of feeling were excellent substitutes for cogniac and champagne. 

These were BUMPERS of racy humor and ruby mirth, 
with ^n occasional introduction of sparkling wit. There was 
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an intoxication of pleasurable excitement. No wonder, then, 
that the fatigues of the day were forgotten, and that the divin- 
ity of sleep delayed his visit. (Between you and me, sir, it 
was, and yet is, to me, an insolvable mystery, that there could 
ever be five hours uninterrupted social enjoyment without the 
exhilarating presence of the fairer and better portion of 
humanity. ) 

The following day (the Sabbath) the delegation, collect- 
ively, attended divine service. Two excellent and appropriate 
sermons were delivered by Eev. Neill Johnson, and the ordinary 
music of the choir was greatly improved by the kind assistance 
of the Washington band. 

On Monday morning, Aurora had just begun to sprinkle 
her "rosy light" when the band sounded the call of preparation 
for an early movement. After a hasty breakfast the procession 
was immediately marshaled in front of the Franklin, and hav- 
ing interchanged nine hearty cheers with the citizens assembled 
to honor the departure, our respected friends took up their line 
of march for the place of original destination. Whatever may 
have been the deficiencies in reception, or indifference in 
arrangements, the Whigs of Tremont are persuaded that their 
discriminating visitors appreciated their intentions. The best 
wishes of the individual happiness of the delegation was the 
universal aspiration. 

It is but just to mention that there was a very general ex- 
pression of regret by the party from McLean that, in conse- 
quence of the miserable condition of the roads, they were com- 
pelled to abandon the original intention of taking Pekin in 
their route. 

The Whigs of that patriotic town, with their characteristic 
liberality and public spirit, had made the most ample prepara- 
tions for the reception of the expected visitors. A most bounti- 
ful public breakfast had been ordered at the "Eagles," and an 
elegant arch was constructed, to be thrown over the principal 
square, and a very large cavalcade was in readiness to form an 
escort from the bluff. To them the intelligence of the unavoid- 
able alteration in their route was no ordinary disappointment. 
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(The reception of our friends here (Peoria) as well as a 
full account of our festival, was given in the last Register. Of 
their return homeward we have received the following his- 
tory:) 

"The Soldier^s Return/-' 

The description of the Harrison festival, in the last num- 
ber of the Register, left the "old soldiers" on the other side of 
the river, on their return home. A few brief "jottings down" 
of their progress homeward may not be entirely without inter- 
est. A brisk trot brought the cavalcade, in a couple of hours, to 
the town of Washington, Tazewell county. The reception of 
our McLean friends here was warm and sincere. A large num- 
ber of the citizens of the town and neighborhood, for 12 to 15 
miles around met them in the public square and greeted them 
with all those demonstrations of feeling which an ardent en- 
thusiasm in a common cause always occasions in kindred 
spirits. The intention of the delegation was to proceed as far 
as Versailles the first day. But the citizens of Washington 
would not release their guests so soon. The canoe was evacu- 
ated by its military occupants, the wagons were emptied of 
their living freight, the horsemen were dismounted, to partake 
of the hospitalities so kindly and bountifully proffered. 

In the evening a meeting was held in Whipple's Hall, a 
large room on the square. In familiar phrase, it was a bumper — 
crowded to an oppressive jam. E. A. Whipple, Esq., was called 
to the chair, and Rhodes Vanmeter and John Durham were 
appointed secretaries. Addresses full of point, spirit and 
truth, were successively made by Messrs. Davis, Henry, Fell, 
Gridley and Depui, of McLean, and Frazier, of Tazewell county. 
Frequent and boisterous plaudits were the meed of the speak- 
ers, and the evidence that their enthusiasm was participated 
by their audience. The old soldiers, too, contributed to the 
interest of the occasion. They spoke feelingly and warmly of 
their old general, and indignantly of the base efforts made by 
political Tories to sully his fair fame. One of them (Mr. Briggs, 
of Tazewell), could not restrain his emotions sufficiently to 
express his indignation. "Twenty years ago," said he, his voice 
quivering with excitement, "no man would have dared to call 
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my old general (Harrison) a coward in my presence. And 
even now, old as I am, it might not be safe for some of them to 
do so.'' Mr. Briggs had been at Maiden and afterwards assisted 
in the burial of the dead at the River Raisin. 

By way of varying the entertainments, Messrs. J. A. Jones 
and B. James, of Tremont, sung the well known song called the 
"Kitchen Cabinet.'' Sentiments complimentary and patriotic 
were offered by Messrs. Miller, Cullom, Case, and Perkins, and 
responded to by the audience. Another song or two, inter- 
spersed, by way of chorus, with vigorous cheering, followed by 
a resolution inviting the citizens of McLean, Peoria and Taze- 
well to a Harrison barbecue in Washington, on the Fourth of 
July, and recommending a general suspension of business on 
that day, closed the very interesting and animated proceedings 
of the evening, and the audience separated amid shouts and 
huzzas, about half past ten o'clock. 

At an early hour in the morning the square was again 
enlivened by the music of the band and busy preparations of 
the delegation for their departure. The cavalcade was in mo- 
tion just as the sun began to overtop the trees and fling its 
bright beams into the bosom of the Grove. It was preceded by 
the Washington band and followed by the citizens for about 
two miles. When on the prairie, the escort being about to return, 
D. Davis, Esq., of Bloomington, tendered the thanks of the 
delegation for the hospitality they had received from the 
citizens of Washington, and concluded with an animated 
exhortation to his Whig brethren, to be active and untiring in 
their patriotic exertions. He was responded to by a sentiment 
and three hearty cheers, and the Washington escort retraced 
its steps. 

Mackinaw, twelve miles distant, was the next oasis in the 
route. The arrival of the delegation here was wholly unex- 
pected—it was considerably "oT' from the direct and usual 
road. Nevertheless, there was a greeting as of friends- 
refreshments were set before the travelers — and unsolicited and 
unbought hospitality of political brethren gave a zest to the 
plain fare equal to that of the richest viands. Mackinaw Town 
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is small — but as was once said of "little Delaware," it gave 
evidence, on this occasion, of a soul large as a continent. 

Although another point of rest intervened to break the 
monotony of marshy prairies and muddy timber hence to 
Bloomington, yet as the route and progress of the cavalcade 
had undergone the entire change from that originally contem- 
plated, there were of course, none of those demonstrations of 
lively interest which might have been expected had its arrival 
been anticipated. In proof of this, the reception of the cortege 
by the citizens of Concord, on its way hitherward, was in a 
spirit altogether concordant to the wishes and object of those 
who composed it. 

The entrance into Bloomington the writer was not for- 
tunate enough to witness. But from subsequent intercourse 
with the citizens he has no doubt that the "soldiers' return" was 
as triumphant as their departure had been glorious. The 
veterans had furled their beautiful standard — had debarked 
from their aboriginal ship ; but so far from evincing the fatigue 
so natural to their years, they "sat by the fire, and talked the 
night away," in recounting to the curious, the varied incidents 
of their novel and interesting journey. 

The effect of the late festival has been to convince us not 
only that the friends of Harrison have a strong majority in the 
counties of McLean, Tazewell and Peoria, but that they are 
animated by the proper spirit to increase that majority. Let 
us, by a repetition of such movements, and by unremitting 
activity, "provoke" the friends of the "old soldiers," in sister 
counties and states, to similar measures, and "we will have him 
for our next president!" 

Some Notes in Regard to Persons Whose Names Occur in 

Account op Harrison Festival at Tremont^ Illinois, 

February 22, 1840. 

Contributed By Miss Mary E. Gaither. 

Notes: — Sketches of lives of many of these pioneer resi- 
dents of Tazewell County, are to be found in the Atlas-Map of 
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Tazewell County. By Andras, Lyter & Co. Published Daven- 
port, Iowa. 1873. 

J. W. Garretson, Lawyer in Tremont, for a few years, later 
returned to New England. 

Lyttleton Thomas Garth, born Kentucky, 1800-1866. Mer- 
chant in Tremont for about twenty-five years. 

William A. Tinney, Hotel-keeper in Pekin for many years, 
served in the Mexican War, was sheriff of Tazewell County, an 
uncle of Mr. Charles M. Tinney, of Springfield. 

Capt. Luther Waters, old settler, resided Northeast of Tre- 
mont. His descendants are still living in the county. 

Col. Ashael Gridley, prominent resident of McLean 
County. 

John H. Morrison was "Mine Host" of the Franklin Hotel, 
father of Rev. T. N. Morrison of Jacksonville and Bloomington, 
and grandfather of Rt. Rev. Theodore N. Morrison now Bishop 
of Iowa. 

J. A. Jones, later a prominent resident of Springfield, Illi- 
nois. 

Peter Menard, grandson of Pierre Menard, first Lieut.- 
Governor of Illinois. 

Jesse W. Fell, prominent citizen of McLean County. 

John O'Brien, farmer, pioneer of Groveland Township. 

Edward Jones, brother of J. A. Jones, lawyer of Tremont, 
Pekin and later Springfield, Illinois; married Miss Catherine 
Bergen, one of the most beautiful young women of that day. 
She lived to a great age. 

D. J. L. Shaw — or Lloyd Shaw — expert horticulturists and 
farmer, resided east of that fine old Jones-Menard mansion in 
the '40-'50-'60's. You will see two Shaw names ; one of these was 
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the father of the lawyer and judge, George W. Shaw of Gene- 
seo, Illinois, where his father lived in later years. The wife of 
Prof. S. A. Forbes of the University of Illinois is one of that 
family, possibly granddaughter. 

Philo H. Thompson, removed to Geneseo or Oregon, or 
some Northwestern county of the State. 

Hushe F. Thomas [Hushi F. Thomas] removed to North- 
west part of State. They were both friends of my parents, and 
I regret that the names of the towns they lived in have escaped 
my memory. They were among many gifted young eastern 
states immigrants and probably lawyers or else merchants. 

H. E. Browne — I think this was Henry E. Browne, but am 
not sure. 

H. J. Morrison should be John H. Morrison. He and his 
brother, James M. Morrison, came from Pennsylvania and lived 
in Tremont many years ; some of the younger generation later 
in Iowa, in some manufacturing business. 

J. A. Jones — his toast if transmitted to prosperity should 
be and is in the old paper, to posterity. 

Col. Martin — unknown. 

Bay — Mrs. W. L. Prettyman, a granddaughter of Colonel 
Oakley, states that this was Judge Bay of St. Louis. Mrs. Pret- 
tyman also states that the wife of Judge Bay was "Sis" Wright, 
the daughter of Nathaniel Wright, the old-time store-keeper )f 
Tremont. Mrs. Prettyman states that her mother, Louise 
Oakley, was the intimate friend and schoolmate of "Sis" Wright 
afterwards Mrs. Bay. 

William Cunningham— Pioneer of Tazewell County, born 
Eoss County, Ohio. Came to Fondulac Township, Tazewell 
County, 1838. 

William Goodheart — Native of Scotland, eventful and 
arduous life, romantic history, but of stern and rugged sim- 
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plicity. See his biography in Good Old Times in McLean 
County, published by the McLean County Historical Society in 
1874. His son, James, died in Bloomington a few years ago. 
His grandson is mission worker in Denver, a younger soriy killed 
in Civil War, left two daughters, the elder, Josephine, for over 
twenty years in public school of Pekin, later became second wife 
of Lemuel Allen, who died in 1905. He was on the first Board of 
Comm. of I. I. U. in 1870, or earlier, was Co. Supt. of Tazewell 
for many years. See AUensworth's History of Pekin, pp. 720- 
754-925-971-etc. 

Joseph Haines — Pioneer settler of Tazewell County. 
Father of James Haines. 

Lumen Case — whose sons, Lucias, George, Edwin, and sev- 
eral daughters, lived in the County for many years. 

George L. Parker — Lawyer, brother (or son?) of Wm. B. 
Parker, another brother. Bey, of Groveland, was father of the 
lady who became the wife of Kobt. G. IngersoU. 

Benj. F. James, son of the pioneer, Josiah L. James, later 
of Washington, D. C, Springfield, and later known as father 
of Louis James. 

Benj. Briggs, old settler of Tazewell County, has many 
descendants still living in the County. 

Theophilus Adolphus Perkins, M.D., the well known and 
beloved physician of the pioneer days, shared with old Dr. G. F. 
Saltonstall and Dr. Shaw the cares of that department of com- 
munity service. Later, Dr. Perkins was in Chicago, in Memphis 
and St. Louis, but about 1869 or 70 returned to Tremont and 
worked with Dr. Samuel Saltonstall. Old Dr. Sam Saltonstall 
had gone to the state of Missouri and died there. There was a 
Hamilton Perkins as notable for intellectual gifts, who lived in 
Stark or Ogle County. All this is part of Mrs. Eliza W. Farn- 
hour's "Prairie Land," referred to elsewhere. 
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Perkins, Lovejoy, Leonard, all of New England, Mrs. Mary 
(Hall) Willmarth, Chicago, was of same nativity. These all 
belonged to the Perkins family, A branch of this family lived 
in Alton, Illinois. 

Rhodes VanMeter — May have been brother or father of A. 
W. VanMeter of Elm Grove Township. The latter was father 
of Wm. A., who was a missionary to New York City, Paris, and 
Eome, died several years since. Baptism, probably his father^s 
name is in early County Church Records, along with G. S. 
Bailey. 

Major Richard N. Cullom, pioneer of Tazewell County He 
and Mr. L. Case are both mentioned in Mrs. Farnham's ^^Life 
in Prairie Land.'' Major Cullom was the father of Hon. 
Shelby M. Cullom. 

Rev. Neill Johnson — Pioneer preacher, editor. Justice of 
Peace. PerformM the ceremony of marriage for many young 
couples, planted an orchard and farmed land where the 
meadows and fields were playgrounds, twenty years later. Mr. 
Johnson's apples were famous. The "Pound Sweetings" and 
"Little Romanies" were of that day, never since seen. Rev. 
Johnson removed to the State (then the territory) of Washing- 
ton and became the editor of a very influential paper, but I do 
not remember the name of the town where he resided. 



SPECIAL NOTES. 

The old newspaper, Peoria Register and Northwestern 
Gazette, Feb. 22, 1840, contain many other items of interest. A 
few of them are mentioned as follows : 

A notice of an anti-abolition meeting in Canton, Illinois, 
and a set of resolutions passed condemning Theodore D. Weld, 
and Hon. Henry A. Wise and their adherents (naming several 
ministers of various churches), is one of the unusual features 
of this old 1840 paper. Also I find a sarcastic note from a witty 
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correspondent of Warren County, in which exception is taken 
to lectures on Phrenology in Monmouth. The lecturer was a 
Mr. Burhaus, whom we all know, was a brother-in-law of Mrs. 
Eliza W. Farnham, the author of ^^Life in Prairie Land," and 
was a most worthy citizen of Groveland township, where his 
widow and daughters lived for many years. And so the old 
paper throws new light from many angles, The Peoria Lyceum 
was led by Rev. Mr. Huntoon, speakers for the evening, Messrs. 
Ballance, Spaulding (not the Bishop), Knowlton, Cooper, 
Powell and Dr. Frye. 

NOTE : — An article from Washington Intelligencer on 
"The Maine Boundary.'' 

One that settles the origin of "The Petticoat Hero." 

One on the sinking and burning of the steamer Lexington, 
off the coast of Long Island. 

One article of two columns — title, "Politics for the People 
No. 4." Takes up the subject of the revenue laws and taxes on 
land and values of same. Signed Politics. 

Note — The editorial column is largely given to the details 
of the drowning of Daniel Holder in the Mackinaw river near 
Delavan. The graphic and truthful narrative in Mrs. Farn- 
ham's book is very touching and gives a just tribute to the fam- 
ily. A grandson died in Bloomington a few years since. His 
name was Daniel. His son lives in Bloomington, a daughter, 
Julia, is also living in Chicago or Bloomington. 

The Mrs. Holder who became a widow at that time was 
later the second wife of Deacon John H. Harris of Tremont 
and grandmother of the five young men there living today 
Mrs. Frank Harris (Louise Saltonstall) is active in Tazewell 
County Farm Bureau. My impression is that this old paper 
was saved primarily because of this tragic accident, also for 
the Tremont festival of course. 
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There are five columns of Stark County, doubtless a much 
larger county then than at present, the same as Tazewell. De- 
linquent taxes advertised, "on which taxes remain due," 1839 
(Paper dated Feb. 22, 1840). These old names, the land values 
and amount of tax are worth noticing. There's a name of 
patentee and also present owner. One name. Consider Learns. 
English, Scotch, Irish, very few of Dutch derivation, almost 
none of German. Pleasant Meredith, Isaac Garrett and Oli- 
phant Coleman are all three southern names. 



